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Album Release: Rising

Friction Quartet announces the release of their upcoming album, Rising, featuring 
three commissioned works that celebrate the landscapes of California, and serves 

as a call to listeners to practice conservation and environmental activism.

OAKLAND - Friction Quartet announces their latest album, Rising, featuring three works commissioned by the quartet 
about California’s grand landscapes, will release on November 6, 2020. Rising is Friction Quartet’s musical love letter to 
the beautiful state they call home. It also serves as a call-to-action for their listeners, imploring them to act in its defense 
against the devastation resulting from climate change. Composers Gabriella Smith, Alex Van Gils, and Max Stoffregen 
take us on a sonic journey across the state , from the ocean and coastal cities to the peaks of the Sierra Nevada 
mountains. David Harrington of Kronos Quartet has praised the album saying, “With Rising, Friction gives us a glimpse 
into the future of music and the pivotal role the Friction Quartet will have in that future. What a beautiful album!”

Alex Van Gils’ A Sleeptalker Describes the Rising of the Seas kicks off the album at the coast with a work depicting a 
vision he had during a meditation of San Francisco consumed by rising sea levels. The music is established by a rhythmic 
momentum and accentuated by soaring melodic lines and expressive harmonic shifts that hint at the water’s depths. 
The album then moves inland, where Max Stoffregen brings the listener on his exploration of California’s stretch of the 
Pacific Crest Trail in California Crest. This massive trail spans 2,650-miles from New Mexico to Canada with distinctly 
diverse geographical terrain. His quartet consists of four stunning movements that depict different sections of the trail’s 
topography. “Sky Islands” illustrates the San Jacinto Peak located in the San Bernardino Mountains with blues-like 
ascending motifs. The second movement, “Mojave,” captures the Mojave National Preserve’s vast dunes and is followed 
by an imagining of the now dry Owens Lake restored to its original grandeur in “The Rebirth of Owens Lake.” The final 
movement, “Cinder Cone,” depicts the volcanic cinder cones within the Lassen National Forrest in Northern California 
with a lilting, cyclical pulse. Gabriella Smith, an avid backpacker, was similarly inspired to write her piece after her journey 
through the Inyo National Forest. Her thirty-minute quartet explores the expansive breadth of this wilderness— the 
intricacy of its granite bluffs, the snowy summit and melting peaks, red dessert, and even the Milky Way overhead — with 
equally exploratory musical expression.

The album case is printed on recycled board stock with green friendly inks using a two-sided printer to minimize paper 



LINK TO PURCHASE RISING:
 Bandcamp: https://frictionquartet.bandcamp.com/album/rising
 Website: https://www.frictionquartet.com/product-page/rising-compact-disc

TRACK LIST:

1. A Sleeptalker Describes the Rising of the Seas (Alex Van Gils)
2. California Crest: Sky Islands (Max Stoffregen)
3. California Crest: Mojave
4. California Crest: The Rebirth of Owens Lake
5. California Crest: Cinder Cone
6. Inyo (Gabriella Smith)

CREDITS:

Friction Quartet: Otis Harriel & Kevin Rogers, violins; Taija Warbelow, viola; Douglas Machiz, cello 

Recording Engineer: Zach Miley
Matering Engineer: Tom Nunes
Photography and Album Design: Samantha Godoy

ABOUT FRICTION QUARTET: 
Friction Quartet, whose performances have been called “terribly 
beautiful” (San Francisco Classical Voice), “stunningly pas-
sionate” (Calgary Herald) and “exquisitely skilled” (ZealNYC), 
exists to modernize the chamber music experience and expand 
the string quartet repertoire. Friction achieves this mission by 
commissioning new works, curating imaginative programs, 
collaborating with artists, and presenting interactive educational 
outreach. Joshua Kosman (San Francisco Chronicle) declared 
that Friction Quartet is “an artist who should be discovered.”
 
Since forming in 2011, Friction has commissioned forty-three 
works for string quartet and given world premiere performances 
of more than eighty works. To support their mission of commis-
sioning new music, they developed the Friction Commissioning 
Initiative to work together with their audience to fund specific 

commissions.They have been awarded commissioning  grants from Chamber Music America and Intermusic SF, as well as 
well as project grants from IntermusicSF and the Zellerbach Family Foundation that support their projects involving the 
performance of commissioned works. 
 
Friction has held residencies at the New Music for Strings Festival in Denmark, Interlochen Arts Camp, Lunenburg Acad-
emy of Music, Napa Valley Performing Arts Center, Old First Concerts, San Francisco Friends of Chamber Music, and was 
the first ensemble in residence at the Center for New Music. They are ensemble educators with SF Symphony’s Adven-
tures in Music Program, KDFC Playground Pop Ups, Noe Music Kids, and more.

Friction appears on recordings with National Sawdust Tracks, Innova Records, Albany Records, Pinna Records, and many 
independent releases. They released their full-length debut album, resolve, in 2018. 

Friction Quartet won Second Prize in the 2016 Schoenfeld Competition, were quarter-finalists in the 2015 Fischoff Com-
petition, and placed second at the 2015 Frances Walton Competition.

For more information visit: www.frictionquartet.com                          High Res Photos here

consumption and waste! It is enclosed in a reusable, protective sleeve and ships in a compostable mailer. RIsing will be 
available for purchase direct from their website or Bandcamp, and streamable online on November 6.



Alex Van Gils is a composer and performer, exploring the interplay between 
human and electronic creative agents. In his composition work he creates 
musical systems that explore, amplify and transform the gestures of human 
improvisational partners.

Alex holds a Ph. D. in Music Theory and Composition from UC Davis. His 
dissertation work included The Permanent, a concerto for improvising jazz 
saxophone and orchestra.

Alex lives in Brooklyn, NY, and his active projects include XBUCKET, a per-
formance trio featuring live-processed violin and generative video, and also 
a discipline of daily compositions with Max/MSP/Jitter visuals uploaded to 
@avg.music on instagram.

Alex is a founding member of Cutelab, a place for colors and sounds in 
NYC, and is a teaching fellow with Musical Mentors Collaborative.

Max Stoffregen is a composer and piano player born in St. Paul, MN and 
raised in the SF Bay Area. He holds a Master’s degree in Music Composition 
from the University of Texas at Austin.

As a kid growing up in Contra Costa County, skateboarding was a big part 
of his life, and when he was 15 he bought an MPC2000XL sampling drum 
machine with a friend so they could make beats for their friends to skate 
and freestyle rap to. This morphed into a serious vinyl buying habit and he 
listened through dozens of records a week, ranging from Art Blakey and 
the Jazz Messengers to Igor Stravinsky, digging for that magical 4 bar loop. 
Listening to so much diverse music in such a peculiar way was a magical 
experience that opened up a world of creativity.

When he was 17, his brother Nate took him on a backpack trip in the San 
Juan Mountains in Colorado.  Since then spending time in the backcountry 
has become a passion and priority for him. Our natural world is a potent 
inspiration, and many of his compositions are inspired by the landscapes he 
has had the pleasure of immersing himself in.

Gabriella Smith is a composer from the San Francisco Bay Area whose music 
is described as “high-voltage and wildly imaginative” (Philadelphia Inquir-
er), and “the coolest, most exciting, most inventive new voice I’ve heard 
in ages” (Musical America). Her music has been performed throughout the 
U.S. and internationally by the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Roomful of Teeth, 
Aizuri Quartet, Dover Quartet, eighth blackbird, Bang on a Can All-Stars, 
the Cabrillo Festival Orchestra, the Nashville Symphony, PRISM Quartet, and 
yMusic, among others. 

Gabriella received her Bachelors of Music in composition from the Curtis 
Institute of Music, where she studied with David Ludwig, Jennifer Higdon, 
and Richard Danielpour. After Curtis, she attended Princeton University for 
graduate studies, where she has studied with Steve Mackey, Paul Lansky, 
Dan Trueman, Dmitri Tymoczko, Donnacha Dennehey, and Ju Ri Seo.
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